Looking to

New Chief at Jail Says
Svstem Needs Correcting

By Seniy P KovaLesk:

If.:s:;.:,;'.'-,n Pony B ff feer
The new director ol the D.C Department
of Corrections says he wanls o transiorm
Lhe agency inte a "medel local correctional
system,”

Bul 1o do thal, says Devon Brown, he
needs more space, more resources and pew
rehabilitation progrums for the Districl jail

In his first interview since taking over the
department fast month, Brown said mach of
his attention will be an initiatives aimed at
helping inmates with education, drug sddic-
tion and mental health issues.

———————+ @he Washinaton Post ==

I
District | News

Make Changes Behind Bars

1 have always been focused vn rebabilita-
ton and breaking the cycle of incarcer-
ation,” he said. “But the jail does not haye
the physical structure that would allow for
the implementation of all these programs.
One of the pplivns is Lo sld on Lo the exist-
mg jail

The DLC. jail's capacity is also an issue for
prisoner advacales, bl for a different rea-
808,

They say Mayor Anthony A. Williams (D)
and the Corrections Department have never
cornplivd with a two-vear-old vity law that is
intended o ease crowding al the jail by es
lablishing an mmale population cap hased
oit a number provided by an cutside consul-
fant An advocacy group filed o Jawsnit last
June 1o force Williams to wet the cap. The
consullant bad recommended & ange be-
rween 1,958 and 2,164, but lately the jail's
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population has been hovering around 2,400,

“We are sorry 1o be greeling Mr, Brown
with an issue that should have been resolved
Twn years ago. Bal our lop priority is reduc-
ing the iffegal overcrowding at the D.C_jail”
said Philip Fornaci, execulive director ol the
0.1, Prisoners' Legal Services Project.

He said that walchdog groups have been
reveiving more reporls about violence and
overburdened medical care al the detention
facildty,

Added tawyer and advocste Douglas R,
Sparks: "How van you expect people in jail in
have any respect Jor the bow when their jail
ers are violating the law every day with im-
punity? They have people in tbere like sar-
dines, 1 is ihomane,”

Brown, 56, who assumed the direclors
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Devon Brown says he peeds more space and

resources to improve D.C. jail inmates'
chances for rehabilitation.
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iob Jan. 10, said he does pol be
liewe thal anyone is beipg reated
inhemanely al the ail. He added
thist the dail's population on ang
given day is nob s “correctnmal is
s ajone.”

The facility's head vount, Brown
sl as debermiined by the mumber
of arrests, by how many delainess
the voarrts seml fo e debeption
center and by the federal govers-
meed, which places mamates at the
fail belore they are senl Lo Federal
Bureau of Prisons lovations, Aboul
nalt of the inmates st the jail see
preirial defendants,

“We o not dictate who comes in
our gates. Wo are the passive et
iends of vur clientele,” Brown said,

The deputy mayor for public
walety and fustice. Edward D Rets-
Win, said that the cap is “a reguice
menl that cas't be unlaterally Jul
filled ™ He =aid, for wstancs, that
the Dhstriel is working with the
Court Services and Offender Su-

pervison Ageney and the TS Pa.
tole Commission so Hhat parole wi-
olators are moved out ol the jail
more quickly,

He said, however, that the vity
probubly will have Lo acquire more
space, etther al the adjacent Cen-
tral Treatment Factlity, which is
privately run, o through halbaay
homses, He said there are no plans
to build @ new jad. The Distriet has
wvested about $40 million in dm-
provemends in the existing one
over the past six vears, Reiskin
said,

bvmate advoeates said o s in-
cumbent on the Department of
Correetions to find allernatives to
house inmates when the ThHstriet
jail is filled bevoaud it capacity.

Brown comes back to the Dis
trwct afler serving as Mew Jersey's

corrections  commissioner  sinee
April 2002, In 1962, 175 Attorney
Creneral Jape! Reno pamed Bronvn
+ deputy trustee 1o help shot down
the Lorten Correctional DUmnplex
and improve the District's eornse
tions  spency. Fhe  corrections
tristes detailed Brown 1o serve as
mterim director of the department
fosr five montbs,

Brown said he has copeerns
aboud the “very aging carreclional
joree” at the Mhstriet ail, “We have
vndy one cerreelion officer who is
under 30 and vne wha jost cele
hrated her 70th birthday,” he said.
Brown asserted thal a vounger,
well-trained Jorce could provide
betler security in an snvirounien!
ol Minmate hyper-masculinity and
wirikiky.”

His adse warned that Uhe juil's im-
poertant records office needs more
stafting imunediately o prevent
eutly or late releases amd other
mistakes,

Noting that ashout one-thard of
the wail's inmates requine mental

health services, Pornaci suid he
would like 1o see Brown have the
corrections  agency  work  more
closely wath the Pastricl’s Degart-
menl of Mental Health, Fornaci
alsa wants better mechanisms jor
resalving inmaste complaings,

Fornaci said the Degartment of
{orrections "has had the mentality
wf heing a fortress and not taking
ipul from the owlside, and in faet
has had a eonfrontational relation.
ship with adwecates Jor many
vears.”

But Spacks seid Brown "is one of
tiwe rare kind of corrections profes
siomals who is ol Threatened by
fistening to the views of other pen
ple and giviog them faie copsider-
alion.”

“The biggest thing this guy
heings here is hope,” Sparks saiil
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